
 The Friends of Old Headington wish to make the following 

comments concerning the Main Modifications to the Barton Area Action Plan 

(CD 7.22) 

 

 

1. MM3  

Whilst we applaud the new paragraph which categorically states that no sites within 

the Old Headington Conservation Area are allocated for development as part of the 

BAAP, we think the document should go further and designate the Ruskin fields as a 

“Protected Open Space”. These fields are integral to the character and setting of the 

Conservation Area, as made clear in the recent (2011) Conservation Area Appraisal 

and explained in more detail in the FOH response to the BAAP proposed submission 

consultation of March 2012 (RB58 final section) and in the response to the Sites & 

Housing consultation (RS02 and CD 8.17.6.2) which we ask to be considered in the 

current consultation.   The conservation issues which most concern us, and which we 

feel should be taken fully into account are: 

 

• The decades-long deliberate preservation of the fields as part of Oxford's rural 

heritage, reflecting their value to the community  

• The increased significance for Headington of this green space in view of 

current and proposed development 

• Environmental, wildlife, and biodiversity factors 

• The role of the fields as the setting for Ruskin’s own historic features as well 

as for the Conservation Area as a whole. 

 

Aside from conservation issues, the presence of restrictive covenants on the proposed 

access route from Northway into any new development on the Ruskin fields, as well 

as the application for Town Green Status for the Foxwell Drive green strip mean that 

any development in this part of the Conservation Area would not be deliverable. 

 

 

 

2. MM 4.  Policy BA1 
The main modifications in this section do not change the stated aims of the plan 

concerning the transformation of the ring-road, and the building of homes facing the 

northern side of the ring-road.  Our objections and the reasons for them remain the 

same as those itemised in the March consultation and we ask that our previous 

response (RB58)  to Section 5 of the Proposed submission be carried forward to this 

consultation, the main points being: 

 

• That the A40 be recognized as a major arterial route from which local 

residents need to be protected by preserving the green buffers on either side 

• That the central reservation be retained as it is now 

• That no homes be built facing the ring-road 

   



In 5.3 of the MM document it should be made explicit that the statement in the second 

paragraph:  “New development could be built facing the northern side of the ring-

road” refers to development on the West Barton site only. 

 

 

3. MM 6.  Policy BA7 
No case has been made to show that it would be possible to upgrade Stoke Place to 

allow it to act as a key pedestrian and cycle route to and from the Barton development 

without irreversible loss of its rural character.  Apart from this, its gradient and 

position make it an inappropriate choice for such a route. We believe that the plans for 

Stoke Place should be dropped from the current proposals.   
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